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The Way We Live

It’s lonely,

until Charlie
the sea gull

comes around

By DENNIS M. CULNAN
Courier-Past Stafi

Charlie the Se l.u\l :uupv( in with the
windoff theocea
Jorgt and naked Uﬁ'.'m (
Bridge

He lots out a long, sad cry that seems to
o creature can be as |

Charlie continues fo cirele the old
twi-lane drawbridge. IUsempty now—not a
car msight to bambard Bt it's late October
aned sy seq rull knows that the bumper-to-
bumper iraffie of the summer is aver for
anather year

CHARLIE CONTINUES 1o circle the
Dridge, percing the sall air with his ery
while ks eyes stay fixed on the door 1o the
tall eollector's mmmlnmwr 50 lonely
L ter of the bridge be

1 an Charlie. ﬁwmu‘ ankus the
Toll Callector says, pulling the door open on
fis besth with a special smile on his face

l‘h arlie swoaps down 1o a m‘rﬁ hy ﬂw

ay ol

pcks aw
Jm\nl-. inthe palm of numm

amething very special about
l‘h\ll‘“l‘ llw ﬁ (-ull and Gearge the Toll
twolanely creatures who
g lmmll i lr‘Myl incach other.
During the summer months the Strath-
mere bridise i so busy with traffic that two
menean hardly collect the 2-cont tolls fast
enough. Even a nearsighted sea gull can
splatter a doren cars without aiming

au don't even get. time 10 it down—

SUE ROLL
Special to N-Cwnlrﬂ:n
Mt o poteatial

mugpers and
street criminals - That wel k4 l.umd«nuld
king

papular as THE gift iy Bglhiiens

particularly during the day.* George says

About the only break we get is when we
slop traffic 0 raise and lower the
drawbridge for boats and then we have 1o
rush to clear up the backed up car traffic

THE SUMMER working hours passed
quickly for George, a retired bar owner
from Philadelphia who looks remarkabiy
like former Vice-President Spiro T Aznew

(A lot of peaple fell me e says.)

comes winter and the share resort

pocs into slow motion and the minutes

working mu.wm. tolls on the Strath-
mere bridge tc slowly

been the same thing every winter very

monotonous. 1t's not too bad during the

day shifts but during the mnnrd shift
night it's borng oo

long

“DURING THE day w watch
television or listen to the o but at nig
the television goes off at 3 am and you're
ml all alone with noone f0." George

e night 1 had only six ears cross all
night...that's protly Janel of
course | do some resding. Sameone even
izave us some Playboy magaznes but one of
the guys took them home and we've never
seen them since,

“Mast of all you do a lot of thinking—

has r\rqwr“ Bat one  Sears

1 fishing. the kids, the wife
you did in the past, where you're
ow, the future. You just think

LONELINESS IS tough 1o handle but in
the winter with the the iy winds gusting off
Atlantic Ocean it can be down

so cold out here you just don't
vant 10 open the door and let out all of the
heal,” George say night the wind
wasblowing sa hard that i fled the both a
food and ot

collector got aut of it real quic k.lrds;“lﬂh.

rest of ght in the drawbridge
shack_..that's all concrele and part of the
bridge

THE WOMAN who wants u-:mmn.r

denlmhul-imnhnu.ln'lsah

ar young lady walking down the street THE SECRET of the bag is a burglar
' ay be dangerous to your health ahmtﬁ-\qunudh'm AL ;..-.
! For businesses have made it possible batteries. The bag screams
for & woman's clothing fo describesd as “shnll” uwn.mshlm
. ard her aeressonies her alarm A swilch inthe side of the bag
system. e Lo ol

adarm off and on. s
trigger a fire drill each time she reactes

and double-handle
black or brown and can be faund i mast
larger Sears stores

s, might find

just what she peecs 1 the Protectve
Aggarel (a';lr.'nm n o
Cilts

30t et gt e e e

of wamen's apparel i the “armae vest”

made of DuPent’s m..-k fiter Kevlar

the same fiber wsed m the bullet-prool

vests President Ford s reported o be
sporting an s trgs:

The vest, Bareiy visble under jackets

“The armor vest retails br from $15 10

George Vankus bopefully looks for car, or Charlie the Sea Gall, at his lonely stand on the Ocean City-Strathmere Bridie.

The commission (Cape May Bridge
Commiss ad to pour concrete a
anchor the toll booth down to the bridge

COLD and winds. can be locked out
t when a toll col hias t make
that cold—but necessary dash—to
portable john sticking up out ower
water's edge ). But the loneliness is alway
there . and so isCharlie the Sea Gull

H

You really get 10 look forward to
eqular customer o just anyone

acruss. [U's great Just 1o hear @ real Ive
human veice and if a custamer wants to talk
a bat that just great. real great,” George
says But at least we can depend on Char.
e

—Armor and alarms fashionable in crime time ‘

$150, the price varyiry depending on the For the

wanks o biast for help, o Lonekon Fobby’s

Blow For Vour Life™ whistle s sold by
i arder

ickacasf the bltese Kebuae fning 1t
s available m soes a

r“ralar:ealliﬁnbtmrrhnduﬁhm
eontacting the pes-

y, Calif., 91
Uecarat gold-plated whistle comes with
Mnch chain or key ring and sells for
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Charlie just flies '\nnmd nunum. lur [n
free me e says
fomil. We ood him art i f thlulnm
He's a companion and a friend

“HE COMES right over and eats out of our
hands. 1 guess he's probably the best friend
we got when we're out here with nabody 1o
falk to, That old seagull just flies in and gets
his ool and fles arol.
olks might not cansider Charlie the
¥ koo compary bt they haven't |

_To Gearge the Toll Collector Charlie the
Sea Gull is a friend

tudget-runded woman whe

$l0 85
'“r termined woman can also send
anway for a varsety of ther whisties amd
3 worman can re she s a
wear  terling siver model on 8 chain Ay delerrent or weapon she shoidd
{roen Tflamy’s for $1 50. The even more check with her local police department 1o
discriminating shopper may prefer ber make sure that buying and carrying the !
brciinppr-enyg i e Brotective device islegal in New Jersey.
breathiaking §350. 5B}
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